
Dear Legislation Committee,

I am writing today about the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill20, .9.

My concern is with the proposed change in the Seal of Confession. This change attacks the freedom
of religion in Australia and as such is uriconstitutional. The internal processes and practices of the
church are not under the authority of the government of the day but the Church of Rome or the
equivalent Orthodox authority, Therefore any attempt to interfere with the seal of confession is
invalid unless it comes from the proper authority. The churches existence and practices are
guaranteed by the Australian Constitution and cannot be tampered with to suit the demands of
pressure groups or current public mood.

The state has always valued the social contribution that the churches have made, and confession
provides a valuable counselling service for all types of anxiety and mental distress. Survivors of
abuse have witnessed to the help they received in the church. To break the seal of confession will
destroy the trust between the priest and penitent, an essential first step in any helping relationship.
It directly opposes the specific instruction of Jesus to his apostles for the care of people of all nations
for all time.

Sexual abuse survivors see confession as a safe place but abusers rarely if ever attend. Therefore
there is little to be gained and much to be lost by breaking the seal of confession. It is clearly a
further attempt to destroy the credibility of the church in society.

People dear to me have been touched by the trauma of child sexual abuse and after experiencing
the arrogant uncaring attitudes of the official welfare bodies ICOuld not recommend them to
anybody. The church remains the only disinterested body offering help and comfort to any
traumatised and vulnerable person. As well this service is free, anonymous and available on a 24
hour basis.

Fear of being reported to police and dragged through the courts is the most powerful disincentive
for affected people to come forward, If the privacy of confession is removed, there will not be an
upsurge in reporting, only more hidden pain and distress.

I am grateful to you for considering the above points
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